Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

January 15, 2025
Mayor Robert Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Zach Gaston, Jay Van Horn, Administrator Dirk Davis, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Carol Merritt, Ruth Saffell
Guest(s)

Chuck Little, Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chris Hunt, Paul Leek 
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the December meeting minutes, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jay Van Horn - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Solicitor Shaheen provided a copy of the Pike Paving judgment.  They were to pay us $250 within 14 days.  We received a check from an associate of Pike’s for $250 today. The village is to identify if we are happy with repairs that will be made in the spring.  This will be at the Administrators discretion.  Dirk gave more details about the property adjacent to the sewer play where the property owner was complaining about garbage from the old village dump.  Dirk stated that the dump was shut down in the 70s and there is debris that washed into the creek bed area that the property owner is concerned about.  Michael asked who would perform the cleanup.  Mr. Shaheen suggested that we make an effort to work with them to clean up the items that can be seen and then get a signed release once they are removed.  Mr. Shaheen discussed the burnt trailer on Pear Street and stated that Jacob at his office explained to the property owner that they need to remove the trailer.  
Fiscal Officer Burkhead informed everyone that the 2024 financials are done and are available at the municipal building.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the 2025 budget and appropriations for 2025, seconded by Zach Gaston, Jay Van Horn - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes. Rick is working with the time clock people to get the employees set up so we can test.  

Administrator Dirk Davis presented his monthly report:

· There is no update from EQT.
· The burnt trailer is still not removed.

· The $1000 PEP Insurance grant sis being offered to the park this year. 

· Apex will haul the sewer plant sludge for $47 per ton.

· Verdantas’s estimated $15,300 to file the documentation for the Chestnut Street water line project.  Dirk believes that we can file this paperwork ourselves.  Dirk is going to contact EPA to verify we are good to do this.

Mayor Bob Flanagan stated that we need to appoint a council president.  Colby nominated Jay Van Horn, Zach seconded the nomination, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes. Mayor Bob thanked council and Mr. Shaheen for their work in 2024.  Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the committee assignments for 2025, seconded by Zach Gaston, Jay Van Horn - Yes, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes.

Officer Paul Leek gave the monthly police report to council.  There were nine business checks, nine traffic stops, three warnings, three citations, two welfare checks, and two assists. The police department helped with the tree lighting and breakfast with Santa at the Masonic Lodge. The department is thankful to everyone who donated with the shop with a cop program this year and for everyone who donated time to make it a success.  In 2024 there were 748 calls and in 2023 there were 46.  Police Chief would like to make a senior citizen appreciation day.  The American Legion post supports this effort.  The Ford Explorer had to have an O2 sensor replaced.  Chris Storm spoke to Clifford about parking vehicles on the street.  Both trucks have been moved.  
Fire Chief Chris Hunt presented applications for Kelsee Bowman for EMS volunteer, Austin Cobb for EMT, and David Costelow for EMT.  Zach Gaston made a motion to approve the applications pending background checks, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes. Chris stated that there were 52 911 calls, and 24 transports last month.  Chris asked to meet with Dirk and Jay after the meeting.

Motion to pay bills by Jay Van Horn, 2nd by Zach Gaston with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Zach Gaston, 2nd by Jay Van Horn, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday February 19th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
